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South Korea and China are major neighboring countries which are not only
geographically close, but also share similar cultural traits and long-standing
histories of cultural exchange. Unfortunately, the contemporary environment of
the Cold War era forced the two neighboring countries which lie between the
Yellow Sea to sever their diplomatic ties and cooperation for more than 40 years.
It was not until August 24, 1992 that the two nations formally established
diplomatic ties and ended an unfortunate period of history. Since then, mutual
exchanges in various fields including political, economic, social and cultural areas
have developed dramatically.
The nations have been in the center of the international relationships and played
the core roles in it. However, under the contemporary background of rapid
globalization and the integration of economic regions, relations and cooperation
among major cities around the world are growing faster by the day. An increasing
number of governments are showing keen interest in international sister city
programs, one of the major types of exchanges and cooperation between cities
globally. The governments of Korea and China have expressed a considerable
amount of enthusiasm in them as well so that they may became a major
component of interchanges between the two countries. Ever since Suwon, South
Korea and Jinan, China became the sister cities, there have been brisk
exchanges and cooperation. It started from political and economic exchanges
which later expanded its area into culture and education. Exchanges between
governments expanded to the non-government area. Citizens in two cities have
developed the firm friendships as they were getting closer. Exchanges and
cooperation between the two cities not only contribute to the friendly relations of
Korea and china, but also play a crucial role in economic, social, and cultural













The body of the research includes the analysis of the relations between local
governments in Korea and China through a case study on International Sister
Cities, Suwon, South Korea and Jinan, China. It also contains the research on
how International Sister City and People-to-People Diplomacy work in the process
of development of exchanges between the two nations. The research is
composed of 5 chapters with an introduction, three body paragraphs, and a
conclusion.
The introduction presents the aim of the research, the major research on the
similar cases, theories and concepts associated with International Sister City and
people-to-people diplomacy. Chapter 1 states the history and management style
of International Sister Cities in Korea and China. , Chapter 2 deals with the
process of development in relationship through a case study on International
Sister Cities, Suwon, South Korea and Jinan, China. Chapter 3 summarizes the
current status of international exchanges between cities in various fields, major
features, and effects with the further analysis of the project on International Sister
City. The conclusion covers the inductive review on the significance of Suwon-
Jinan and other local government interchanges as well as the effect of people-to-
people diplomacy and the main causes of the possible problems. It also suggests
the new approach to inter-local governments networking. I hope this research
provides the model case of the International Sister City by improving the
exchange mechanism, expanding the civic participation that can lead to a high
performance in cooperation, offering citizens the opportunity to develop in the
system of the International Sister City, and implementing the project that can help
the mutual cooperation. 
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